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Support and legal help for
Aboriginal families

In an emergency call: 000
Sexual Assault & Family Violence Service 1800RESPECT: 

 1800 737 732 (24/7)
Domestic Violence Crisis Line: 

1800 800 098
SA Police: 
131 444

And during office hours:
FVLSAC Ceduna 1800 839 059

FVLSAC Port Augusta 1800 111 052
FVLSAC Port Lincoln 1800 309 912

We can help you figure out if the scary
behaviour is family violence and if you could get
an intervention order to stop it happening.
We can help you talk to police about being safe.
We can go to court for you to get an
intervention order.
We can help you change an intervention order if
the order is not working for you.
We can help you come up with a safety plan and
connect you with other services.
If there has been family violence and breaches
of an intervention order, we can find out if you
can get compensation.

Where can i get  more help?

What can FVLSAC do for me?

Everyone has the right to feel safe
Everyone has the right to feel safe and live free
from family violence. Our partners, parents,
children and other family members should treat us
with respect, kindness and love.   Home is a place
where we deserve to feel safe and family should
care for us and not hurt us.

The information in this brochure is general information only.  It is
not legal advice.  It is best to see one of our lawyers for 

legal advice about your individual situation.



What can an intervention 
order say?

Hit you, threaten you or harass you
Come to your house, work or children’s
school
Come near you when they are drinking or
drug affected
Contact you (in person, by phone or on social
media)
Write things about you on social media

There are lots of conditions that can be included
on an intervention order.   It is important to
think about what would keep you safe and talk
to the police or your lawyer about what the
intervention order should say.  It can be hard to
speak up when you are scared but you are the
person who knows your situation the best. 

An intervention order can say that a person is
not allowed to:

An intervention order is an order that is made
by the court, or sometimes the police, to stop
someone from hurting you.  The person who is
hurting you is the “defendant” on the order. 
You are the “protected person”.  

If your children have seen you being hurt or if
they have been hurt they can sometimes be
protected by the order as well.

Once an intervention order is made, the
defendant can be in trouble with the police if
they keep hurting you.

An intervention order can be something that
helps you stay safe or start to feel safe again.

When an intervention order has been made final by
a court it has no end date.  The order will be in place
forever unless someone (usually the police, the
protected person or the defendant) asks the court to
change or stop it. 

The defendant is not allowed to ask for the order to
be changed or stopped for at least 12 months after
the order is made final.

If you have an intervention order made after 25
November 2018 it is recognised all over Australia,
not just in the State where the order was made. 

It is a good idea to keep a copy of your intervention
order with you.   If the defendant does any of the
things that the order says they are not allowed to do
they are breaching the order.  

The best thing to do if your intervention order is
breached is to call the police.   Breaching an
intervention order is breaking the law and you are
entitled to feel safe.  That is why you can report the
breach to police.

You can speak to a lawyer if you are unhappy with
the way that the police deal with you. Flogging, hitting,

Kicking, slapping, pushing, choking, belting 
Threatening to hurt or kill
Forcing or pressuring someone into sexual acts
Calling someone names or putting them down
Hurting or killing someone’s pet
Taking or breaking someone’s things
Stopping someone from seeing their family or
friends
Following someone or stalking them
Not giving someone control over their own money
Stopping someone from practising their culture or
spiritual beliefs

Family violence is not okay. Family violence can be:

If there is family violence in  your relationship, there
are things that you can do about it.  FVLSAC can help
you to come up with a plan to keep you safe from
violence.  FVLSAC can give free and confidential legal
advice about your options to get the behaviour to
stop.

What is family violence? 

Family Violence 

What is an intervention order?

What should i do if the defendant
breaches the order? 

How long does the intervention order
last? 

Family violence is when someone in our family or
our partner uses threatening and scary behaviour to
try and control how we act, what we say, where we
go, who we are around and what we do.  The
behaviour makes us feel afraid and like we do not
have a choice and have to do what we are told to do.
Because of the relationship we might feel like we
have to put up with being treated badly.

Sometimes an intervention order can say that the
defendant needs to go to counselling or a behaviour
change course.  This can only happen if the
defendant agrees.

An order can only be changed if the court agrees for
this to happen.  You should talk to a lawyer or the
police if things change for you and you don’t think
you need the intervention order anymore or if you
want some changes to the intervention order.


