
What happens if DCP take
 my kids? 

Sometimes DCP will take a child away for a
short time, usually a few months. This is so
that DCP can look at the family, see what has
been happening and get some reports;
If the matter is more serious DCP might ask
the Court that the child be away for longer,
usually a year; and      
If DCP are very worried about a child and the
matter is very serious, DCP might ask that the
child be removed until they are 18 years old.

If your children are removed it is helpful to talk
to a lawyer straight away. 

If you have any paperwork it is good to keep it
safe and give it to your lawyer. A lawyer can help
explain what is happening and help you have
your say.

If DCP remove a child, DCP need to go to the
Youth Court and tell them why the child should
be removed from their family.   DCP need to
prove in Court that the child is not safe with their
family. There are different things that DCP can
ask the Court to do:     

It is important to understand that often when
children are taken away for a short time, it can
turn in to a long time if you do not work with
DCP.  Our lawyers can help you work with DCP.

Sometimes if a family is going through a hard
time, DCP might want to remove a child for a
short time to keep the child safe. DCP can ask
the family to sign an agreement so DCP can
remove the child. This means that DCP do not
have to go to Court. 

It is important that you talk to a lawyer before
you sign any paperwork.

We can help.  We will listen.
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CHILD
 PROTECTION 

The information in this brochure is general information only.  It is
not legal advice.  It is best to see one of our lawyers for 

legal advice about your individual situation.



Can i change or get rid of 
court orders? 

Go to Court for you   
Talk to DCP for you   
Get information from the Court, DCP and other
services to help your situation     
Read DCP documents and reports with you and
explain what they mean for you

FVLSAC know how scary child protection issues are
for Aboriginal people.   There are lots of reasons,
especially from the past, that make it hard for
Aboriginal people to deal with welfare.  Please come
and see us so we can help you and your family. 

Our lawyers can: 
      

Our Aboriginal client support officers can offer you
support and help you get to appointments and
meetings.

We can help.  We will listen.

Get legal advice right away and ask a lawyer to go
to Court for you.

Take someone with you if you want some help to
work out what is going on.

Always stay calm and respectful when talking to
DCP. If you get angry or yell at DCP they will put it
in their records.

Try to be a little bit early and if you can, bring a
healthy snack and something for your kids to do
with you.

Make sure your lawyer, DCP and other services
know how to reach you.

Don’t talk about this on social media because it
can be used in Court.

Talk to a lawyer

Attend all meetings with DCP

Be polite and do what DCP ask

Go to visits with your children

Stay in contact

Be careful with Facebook

Helpful Hints 

DCP might get involved with a family if they think
that a child is being treated badly or is unsafe.

Usually DCP know about this because someone has
told them they are worried about the child. This
person could be a school teacher, police officer,
doctor, a neighbour, a family member.

DCP look at the child and family to work out if the
child is safe. DCP can do different things under the
law to make sure a child is safe. Sometimes DCP
decide that everything is okay and they don’t need
to do anything. Other times DCP might talk to a
family about ways to better look after their
children.

If DCP are very worried about a child, they might
remove the child from the family. This is to try and
keep the child safe.

When DCP remove a child, they are responsible for
looking after the child.

There are special laws about how Aboriginal children
are cared for. If an Aboriginal child is removed, DCP
need to try and put the child with their extended
family. This could be an Aunty, Grandparent or
cousin. If this can’t happen, DCP need to look at
other Aboriginal families in the same community.

This is because the law says it is important for
children to stay connected to culture and to family.

Before a child is placed with a carer, DCP look at
whether that person can properly look after the child
and if the child will be safe.  You can ask DCP if you
want a certain person to look after your child. A
lawyer can also help with this.

Parenting courses to learn more about growing
kids up  
Drug and alcohol counselling      
Family violence counselling   
See a doctor or a counsellor about your trauma
See a doctor or a counsellor about your mental
health

Before DCP return your children to you, they will
want to see that you have made changes. DCP
want to see that you can look after your children
and keep them safe. DCP might ask you to do
different things like:   

It is important you do everything that DCP ask you
to do.

Can i see my children if DCP 
remove them?

What can i do to get my kids back?

You can usually have visits with your children when
they are in DCP’s care. The amount of visits you have
with your children will depend on how long your
children will be in care for, how old your children are
and where they are living. 

You can talk to a lawyer if you want to have more
visits with your children.

Child protection law is about making sure children
are safe from harm.

The Department for Child Protection (DCP) are the
people who do this in South Australia. DCP used to
be called Families SA and some people call them
Welfare.

What do DCP do?

Who will look after my
children if DCP remove them?

If the Court makes Orders for DCP to remove your
children, you can sometimes ask to change the
Orders. You will need to show that you have made big
changes and that your children will be safe with you.
A lawyer can help you with this.

What can FVLSAC do for you
in child protection matters? 

What is Child Protection?


